FOES Meeting
at Easingwold School, Tuesday 11th June 2019
Minutes
Present Fiona Skelton (FS, Chair), Lorna Wood (LW, Treasurer), Rachel Richardson (RR, Secretary), Kathleen
Butcher (KB), Christine Cookman (CC), Vivienne Cooper (VC), Jackie Coultous (JC), Tom Garnham (TG),
Frank Johnston-Banks (FJB), Claire Kelly (CK), David Ross (DR), Elaine Walker (EW), Adrienne Wiltshire
(AW).
Meeting commenced 6.30pm
1

Welcome and members present
FS welcomed everyone to the meeting. Everyone present introduced themselves, with FJB
noting that he was representing the Town Council, and EW noting that she was
representing the school governors.

2

Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence

3

Approval of minutes of last meeting (12th February 2019)
The minutes were approved.

4

Matters arising
FS explained the background to the Bicentenary Fund for the benefit of those attending
who were new to FOES meetings. The donation for the 3G Pitch was discussed and EW
agreed to find out when the pitch would be completed. LW noted that the Bicentenary
account had now returned to more usual levels, as the £40,000 payment had now cleared.

5

Financial report (see attached)
General fund: £1149.59
Bicentenary fund: £6,801.15
LW noted that the ‘Income since’ dates on the report should both read 2019, rather than
2018. The Bicentenary Fund portfolio is currently valued at £120,629 and the estimated
annual income is £3,570

6

Fundraising requests
TG presented the fundraising requests from teaching staff.
• The DT Department request £1349.99 for equipment to run a Robotics Club
• The Humanities Department request £649 for a subscription to allow students and
teachers access to The Day, a current affairs website for schools
• The English Department request £975 to continue the Reading Dog scheme
• The Languages Department request £126 for subscriptions to three foreign
language magazines aimed at students
• The Head of Sixth Form requests £500 for the costs associated with setting up and
running a debating club for sixth formers
• The School Librarian requests £850 for an author visit in 2019/2020
The bids totalled around £4,450. It was agreed that all bids would be funded, although
noted that there may not be as much funding available in future years.

Action

.
EW

FJB noted that Easingwold Lions may able to supply funds for projects that benefit students
at the school.
7

Future of FOES
The future of FOES was discussed. DR agreed to be put forward as Treasurer at the next
AGM, and CK agreed to share the role of Secretary. JC and KB both offered to act as
Committee Members. FS thanked everyone.
It was agreed that FS and LW would attend the Welcome Evening for new parents on 26th
June to speak about FOES and encourage support from new parents.

8

Future fundraising events
No events are currently being planned

9

Correspondence
FS noted that three items of correspondence had been received in response to the letter to
parents about the future of FOES

10

Any other business
There was no other business

11

Date and time of next meeting (AGM)
Tuesday 24th September2019 at 6.30pm at school

FOES meeting
11/6/19

Barclays Current account:

Barclays Bicentenary account

Outgoings since Jan 2019:

Outgoings since Jan 2019

Total

£0.00

Payment to school for pitch

£40000

Payment for bids from

£3650

Jan meeting
Total

£43650

Income since 31/10/18

Income since 31/10/18:

Payment from BD Feb

£370.37

Payment from BD Mar

£384.35

Payment from BD Apr

£113.39

£208.23

Payment from BD May

£363.28

£1149.59

Current balance

£6801.15

Easy Fundraising

£54.92

Cash paid in
(winter concert)

£153.31

Total

Current balance

Brewin Dolphin portfolio valuation as at 5/4/19:
Estimated annual income:

£3570

£120,629

FOES bids – June 2019
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Proposal:
Over the past year or so the Design and Technology Faculty at Outwood Easingwold academy has come under a
fair bit of disruption and we are now in the process of rebuilding this department up to be great once again. Work
is already underway in modernising the curriculum, projects, lessons and preparing our students for the modern
world to become the next engineer, architects, fashion designers or chefs.
I would like to be considered for funding to purchase a bundle of VEX IQ robots (5 in total) that would allow us to
deliver the programming of robotics to the students of Easingwold. By purchasing 5 VEX robots we would be able
to start up our own robotics enrichment club for year 7, 8 and 9. The robots would also be integrated into the
Year 7 and 8 curriculum as a method to stretch and challenge our students. The GCSE and A Level D&T curriculum
requires students to know about the programming of systems which is why this piece of equipment would be
excellent at allowing students to access the higher marks.
Costings: A bundle of 5 robots would allow for 10 students to be part of the Robotics club. If there was more
demand we could run it on two separate evenings. The cost of this bundle is £1349.99. Extra robots are available
at £270 each. I would like to run this project with the Computing department to raise the profile of our subjects
and to interest more students in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) subjects.

Many Thanks.
Mr M Price
Faculty Leader of Design and Technology

HUMANITIES
Please can I put in a request for funding towards a school subscription to The Day, a current affairs
service for schools. https://theday.co.uk/ I have used this website in the past for Life, Sociology,
Geography and History lessons and in my VMG group and it is a valuable resource for all

subjects. Students can also log on to the website to research current news events and stories. It really
helps to bring current affairs to life and allows pupils to access links, videos and other resources that are
appropriate.
•

Six daily articles and features linked to the curriculum

•

Complete programme for form time and assembly

•

Over 5,000 articles and features in our archive

•

Unlimited access for students and teachers.

The Day
theday.co.uk
News. Brexit Party trounces rivals in EU elections Monday, 27 May 2019 In the UK, the newly-formed
Brexit Party won a big victory in EU elections while populists gained ground in some countries but fell
short of the very significant gains some had predicted.

If we want all students to have access to the website we will need £649. This would be hugely
supportive in promoting reading in the way that we hope the new home learning policy will work. It
would be brilliant for developing students’ interest and knowledge of the world and current affairs.
Thank you for your consideration.
Natalie Wikocki – 2nd in Hums

ACCELERATED READING
School Support Dog Bid
I am writing to bid for £975 to pay to have a Reading Dog, come to school and listen to our students,
read on a one to one basis.
Research evidences, that reading to one of these specially trained dogs, helps students with low self
esteem, develop their confidence with reading.
Emily Chamberlain has been coming in with Piper, on a voluntary basis this year however, financially will
not be able to offer this service on a voluntary basis next year.
There has been a real sense of excitement amongst students when they get the opportunity to come to
the Library and read to Piper. Creating enthusiasm towards reading is an area we are keen to develop at
Easingwold.
Building on this, I would like students to have the opportunity to visit Piper as part of our commitment to
develop student wellbeing at Easingwold. Studies show that animals can help relieve stress. I am
suggesting that part of Piper's time could also be spent in The Bridge or Sixth Form area of the school,
where students could visit her, if they are feeling stressed or anxious, at break time.
Cost
£25 for two hours
X 39 weeks

=£975
Thank you for taking the time to consider this proposal.
Kind regards,
Rebecca Jeffries
Teacher of English/Lead for Accelerated Reading

LANGUAGES
In our drive as a whole academy, to promote home learning and inspire students beyond the classroom, the
Languages department would like to bid for some age appropriate authentic Reading material in the three
languages taught at Outwood Academy Easingwold.
These high-quality, professionally produced magazines would be accessible to all year groups online and in paper
form in the Library. These magazines give an up to the minute picture of the culture of French, German and
Spanish speaking countries and would encourage our young people to read for leisure in the language they are
studying as well as develop further their cultural curiosity. Students would also have access online to age/level
appropriate multimedia content to enhance their home learning.
Each subscription would include:
•
•

5 online and paper magazines
unlimited access to an extensive library of articles and videos.

Each magazine costs £18, so the total cost would be £126 (7 different magazines in three languages to give
access to every child at OAE). Please find below the details of each of the magazines.
If you would like to have a look online at some sample magazines please follow the link below.
https://maryglasgowplus.com/subscribe

We hope the Friends of Easingwold School will be able to support this bid as we would love to open the window
on the world more widely to all the students at OAE.
If you require further details please do not hesitate to contact me on l.sirvin@easingwold.outwood.com
Kind regards
Laure Sirvin and the Languages Team

DEBATING CLUB
Within the Academy we are very lucky to have some extremely articulate and wonderfully politicised
students who would welcome the opportunity to hone their skills in a more formal way through a
debating club. Particularly in Key Stage 5 where debate challenges thinking under pressure, I feel it
would be a great addition to the academy to launch a meaningful enrichment in this area.
I am looking for support in the region of £500 to help support the formation of this club. The money
would go towards a trip to York University to watch a debate, transport that would allow us to debate
another school, the entrance fee into a national debating competition and support toward inviting a
debating expert into the academy to talk to the students. Students in all year groups could - and almost
certainly would - attend this enrichment from September next year.
Thank you for your consideration.
Tom Garnham

LIBRARY
Traditionally the Library has requested funding from FOES for the following school year for a Visiting
Author. We were a little late last year applying for funding but are delighted to say that we will be
welcoming Tanya Landman in July, and are most grateful to FOES for continuing to support us in this.
So that we have the very best chance of welcoming an inspiring author for 2019-2020, it would be great
to have funding in place early so that we can start our planning in good time.
I would be most grateful if FOES could consider a similar application for £850 to enable this great
opportunity for our students.
Many thanks,
Sue Benn

