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Dear Parents/Carers 

Funding for All-Weather Pitch at Outwood Academy Easingwold 

We’re writing to let you know about a recent decision made by the Friends of Easingwold 

School (FOES) that will involve spending a considerable amount of money. 

As you may be aware, FOES is fortunate to benefit from the Bicentenary Trust Fund. This 

fund was originally raised several years ago by parents and friends to benefit students of 

Easingwold School. The original capital raised was around £100,000 and over the years this 

has been invested with the result that the fund is currently worth in the region of £153,000. 

The fund generates roughly £5,000 in interest every year that FOES uses to fund projects to 

benefit the students. 

FOES first discussed the possibility of spending some of the excess funds (above the original 

£100,000) on a larger project several years ago, and it was agreed by FOES members then, 

and subsequently, that this would be an appropriate use of funds. We amended our 

constitution back in 2016 to include guidelines with regard to this possible expenditure. 

FOES have been asked by Outwood Academy Easingwold (OAE) to consider a substantial 

contribution towards the funding for the planned all-weather pitch, to be located in the 

school grounds. OAE is currently making an application to the Football Foundation for just 

over £300,000, based on a matched funding basis. The other funding (a further £300,000) is 

coming from Section 106 monies from the District Council and from Easingwold Football 

Club. There is currently a shortfall of roughly £50,000.  

The pitch will be a community facility outside of school hours and during weekends and 

holidays, and has the support of the District Council, local football clubs, the County FA, York 

City FC and the Galtres Centre. Its ambition will be to increase football participation in the 

area, including girls’ football, disability football and walking football, as well as supporting 

the existing football teams to allow training and match play throughout the winter months.  

At our recent AGM, FOES members voted unanimously in favour of supporting such a 

contribution from the Bicentenary Fund, and agreed to explore the logistics of providing the 

funds. We all agreed that the pitch will offer fantastic facilities for current and future 

students of the school, as well as local people from Easingwold and surrounding villages, by 

whom the money was originally raised. We believe that it is a good use of the money that 

has been generated by the Bicentenary Fund. 
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We have, however, decided that committing £50,000 would leave the Fund vulnerable to 

dipping below the original £100,000, particularly as the financial markets are currently 

volatile. Having taken advice from Brewin Dolphin, who manage the fund on our behalf, we 

have decided to offer the Academy a total of £40,000, that will be made up of £35,000 from 

the Bicentenary Fund and £5,000 from our general funds. This offer has been gratefully 

accepted. 

If you have any comments or questions about our decision, please do get in touch, either via 

our facebook group page, or by email: hello@foes.org.uk. 

Best wishes 

FOES Committee 

 


