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Dear Parents/Carers 

Appeal for Support 

I am writing with news of upcoming changes to the FOES committee in 2019, and with an 

appeal for greater support and involvement from parents to ensure FOES continues beyond 

its 38th year. 

At the end of this academic year, two members of the committee, (myself, Chairperson, and 

Rachel Richardson, Secretary) will be standing down from our committee roles, as our 

children will be finishing school in the summer. 

After several years in the role of FOES Treasurer, Lorna Wood is keen to pass on her role as 

well, but has indicated that she would be willing to support a new team by staying on for 

another year if necessary. 

I first attended a FOES meeting when my children were in Y7, joining the committee in 2016, 

first as Secretary and then as Chairperson from 2017. Despite some tough patches, I can 

honestly say it has been a hugely rewarding experience to have been a part of this fantastic 

group. From not knowing anyone when I went along to that first meeting, I have gained 

some lovely friends through FOES over the years. 

I am proud of the part FOES has played in supporting less advantaged students, making a 

real difference where needed. We have also provided thousands of pounds worth of 

resources and funding for the wider school population to enjoy some of those extras that 

make learning more exciting and stimulating, and that wouldn’t otherwise have been 

possible from tight school budgets. 

Being involved, and attending meetings, has also given me an insight into the inner workings 

of my sons’ school that I wouldn’t otherwise have had. We are fortunate to have had 

continuous support from the school’s leadership throughout all the changes over the past 

couple of years, with either the Principal, Executive Principal, or both, attending all our 

meetings. 

In fact, sadly, I would say the only thing we have been lacking has been new parents. FOES 

was set up in 1981, and from our historical records, we can see that meetings often used to 

draw 20+ parents. Numbers were already dwindling when I went along to my first meeting, 

and I am aware it is a national trend that many PTAs, especially PTAs for secondary schools, 

are dissolving due to lack of support.  

http://www.foes.org.uk/


Times have changed, and I understand that everyone leads busy, hectic lives… Lorna, Rachel 

and I are no different… it’s chaos in my house most of the time! It has been necessary for us 

to scale down FOES activities over the past couple of years, because it is often just the three 

of us organising and delivering them, and there is a limit to what we can manage. There is 

no shortage of ideas for things we would like to do… we just need more manpower to make 

them a reality. 

We also need people who would be willing to consider stepping up to a committee role later 

in the year. The bottom line is that FOES needs a minimum of Chairperson, Secretary and 

Treasurer in order to continue operating. In the event that we are unable to fill these roles, 

the only option will be to dissolve the group and transfer FOES’ assets to the school. 

I believe this would be a very sad day for the school, students and community… FOES has so 

much potential to continue supporting and enhancing the educational opportunities of our 

local young people for years to come. I do hope you will consider what you can do to get 

involved over the coming months to prevent this from happening. Lorna, Rachel and I have 

worked hard to keep things going through a challenging period. We have the backing of the 

school, and everything in place for an active, healthy PTA. All we need is some willing 

parents to get involved and care about what we do.  

Our next meeting is being held at school, in the library, at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 12th 

February. Please come along and show us your support. We are also providing refreshments 

at the Winter Concert on Thursday 7th February and would appreciate any contributions of 

homebaking for this.  

Further details of both these upcoming events are on our website, www.foes.org.uk, and 

our facebook group (just search for ‘FOES’ and request to join if you haven’t already). If you 

are able to attend the meeting, or help with the Winter Concert, it would be great if you 

could let us know, either via facebook, or by email: hello@foes.org.uk. 

Best wishes 

Fiona Skelton 

FOES Chairperson 
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